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St. Colmcille's National School, The Quay, Westport, County Mayo.

Attic insulation and pumped cavity wall insulation to a relatively standard 
1990s cavity block and pitched roof school building.
Some consequential natural ventilation works.

St. Colmcille's National School, is located at the edge of  
Westport Town, at The Quay, just off the L1801 Quay Coast 
Road to Louisburg on a tight corner on the road.
The building is 1990s vintage and the site is relatively flat.
The is a public greenway running just outside the southwestern 
boundary of the school.



Parking on site is limited during school term.  
If the works are carried out over the summer months, parking will be 
available at the staff parking area inside the school walls.  
Otherwise, parking is available on the roundabout just outside the 
school walls.  

01    07     26

25    08     26

Access to the site will be off the Quay Coast Road L1801 public road, 
on a very tight corner.  The access point is shared with residential users 
and also users of the public greenway.  

Not applicable for this project

Not applicable for this project

Not applicable for this project

Not applicable for this project

Not applicable for this project

There are live cables and containment for services in the attic 
spaces.



There are some data cables in the attic spaces.

None known at this stage of the project.

None know at this stage.
It is likely that summer camps may be ongoing on this school 
campus over the summer months.

Risk of falling through existing ceilings, while working in the attic spaces.

Not applicable for this project.

Not applicable for this project.  



ACMs are not anticipated.

Not applicable for this project.  

Not applicable for this project.  

Not applicable for this project.    

Not applicable for this project.  

Not applicable for this project.  

Not applicable for this project.  

Explosives not permitted on this project.

Not applicable for this project. 

Sharing access to the site with the staff and student parent 
population and residential owners will require 
coordination to minimise accidents and/or injury.



Working in a confined space in the existing attics, exacerbated by the 
facts that the school is live (electrical supply), the ceiling materials are 
fragile, and the existing attic insulation is fibreglass.
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    APPENDIX A

DESIGN RISK ASSESSMENT
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DESIGN RISK ASSESSMENT - Axo Architects
Project: Thermal Upgrade Works at St. Colmcille’s NS. Job No.: By: MH High Medium Low

Client: Board of Management, Colmcille’s NS. Stage of Project: Date: 23rd March 2026

Ref: Hazard Risks
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1 C - Working in a live 
school environment (if 
works are outside 
summer months)

Accidents to young 
students and/or 
parents/guardians.

1 3 3

Contractor to erect 
appropriate site fencing 
and safety signs.

2 C - Construction Traffic 
(if works are outside 
summer months)

Collisions with persons 
on the school site.

1 2 2

Prepare method 
statement on how 
construction traffic will 
be safety managed.

3 C - Limited site access Traffic collisions - 
Access to the site is via 
a shared roundabout 
where school children 
are dropped off.

1 2 2

Contractor to create 
clear demarkation 
between site and shared 
access/parking areas.  
Deliveries to site only at 
off-peak times.
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Likelihood Severity Final Risk Level

Low, Medium or 
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Risk Control Measures to 
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Stage 2b - First Issue

Residual Risk

Person to whom the 
Residual Risk / Particular 

Risk is passed on to.

Severity

Low

Ref:
C- Construction
U - User
M - Maintenance

Likelihood
Associated Risk for each 

Hazard

Main contractor / PSCS

Main contractor / PSCS

Low

Main contractor / PSCS

Low
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DESIGN RISK ASSESSMENT - Axo Architects

Ref: Hazard Risks
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Residual Risk

Person to whom the 
Residual Risk / Particular 

Risk is passed on to.

Severity

Ref:
C- Construction
U - User
M - Maintenance
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Hazard

5

6

7

8

9

10

Notes:

Signed:
Michael Horan - Designer - Axo Architects Ltd Date: 23rd March 2026

Design Risk Analysis (DRAs) relating to civil, structural, mechanical and electrical design and works are not covered under this DRA.  Such matters will be 
addressed in separate but parallel DRAs by the civil/structural consultant and the mechanical/electrical consultant.
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